WALLOON INSTITUTE

AFTERNOON BREAKOUT CHOICES

Browse these workshop descriptions to preview your daily workshop options at the Institute. You’ll make your selections on-site, when you arrive at Lake Lawn Lodge. We need your preferences only to make sure we get the meeting room sizes right -- everyone gets into their first choice session. As you’ll see below, more sessions are coming and further details are forthcoming about some already listed. Watch this space! 
Monday, July 21

Content Area Reading and Writing 
1. Our Subjects Really Do Matter – Supporting Reading in All Content Areas

Steve Zemelman

Guided by an understanding of the mental activities that good readers employ, we will develop a repertoire of strategies to help students make meaning as they read content-area material, whether in textbooks or (preferably!) in real-world sources. And we’ll consider which strategies are most appropriate for particular situations. This workshop will be useful to teachers at the high school level, middle school, and right down to 3rd grade.

2. Rehabilitating the Writing Wounded Through Low Stakes Writing

Jim Vopat
For the writing wounded, writing is a painful frustrating experience.  The writing wounded feel anxious at the thought of writing.  Low stakes writing strategies to the rescue.  Low stakes writing helps all kids--and especially the writing wounded--become stronger more confident writers while conserving--not consuming--valuable instructional time.  Sound too good to be true?  We will experience ideas for getting started, revising, editing, and publishing writing that demonstrate how, for the many students who struggle with writing, less is more. 
3. Songwriting as a Genre 

Ted DeMille

Ted will demonstrate how to write three types of songs with groups of children as young as six years old.  Utilizing existing song structures such as nursery rhymes and the twelve bar blues, Ted will show how to write songs based on daily school activities, learning concepts, or historical topics in large and small groups.  Participants will get a chance to write songs along with Ted about topics of their choice.  No innate or acquired musical talent is necessary to join in.  Ted will also share a dozen or more songs that never fail to work when singing with children.

4. Arguing for Fun—and Improved Writing Scores!

Nancy Steineke

Persuasive and argumentative essays are embedded in our curriculums and serve as cornerstones for many state assessments as well as the ACT and SAT tests. When students learn how to plan and orally argue both sides of an issue, their enthusiasm for argument increases and their persuasive writing skills improve. 

5. Practical Poetry

Sara Holbrook and Michael Salinger
Details to follow.

6. Non-Fiction Comprehension Skills Necessary for Success Primary

Mary Hausner

7. Our Best Hope for Lasting School Improvement: Professional Learning Communities that Work

Nancy Doda

What can leaders do to cultivate and support a school culture where conversations are centered on teaching and learning, where faculty are more collaborative than isolated, and where everyone owns the challenge together? Join me to learn more about professional learning communities and ways to nurture a school culture capable of lasting school improvement. (Needs: LCD)

8. Topic TBA
Toni Murff

9. Writing in Math
Linda Bailey
Are you math-phobic?  Do numbers make your students break out in hives?  Come learn some strategies to make everyone’s relationship with math kinder and gentler.  Innumeracy is curable!  

AFTER SCHOOL SPECIALS - 3:45-5:00
Writing to Learn in Cooperative Groups

Marianne Flanagan

Participants will learn various writing- to-learn activities using cooperative group structures that engage all students. Strategies that work with non-fiction, in math, science, social studies, and moe.
The Walloon Book Club: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian
by Sherman Alexie, facilitated by Elaine Daniels

More to come

Tuesday, July 22

Next Generation Reading/Writing Workshops
20. From Literature Circles to Inquiry Groups
 Stephanie Harvey and Harvey Daniels
Harvey and Harvey, together at last! In this session we’ll talk about how our work comes together, answer your questions about our successive keynote sessions, and offer a preview of our new book that shows how kids can think for themselves, understand deeply, build knowledge, leverage their thinking with others, and put knowledge to work richly in their own lives.
21. Writing Circles
Jim Vopat

Ever wish there was something like literature circles for writing?  Writing circles are here to try to grant that wish.  The structure of writing circles is very much like literature circles–with kids’ writing serving as the text.  In writing circles kids write on an agreed topic, share their draft, receive positive response, come to consensus about their next writing topic, and finish with a brief think back reflection.  Come and join a writing circle and see how it works.
22. Samantha Bennett

Next Generation Workshop: TIME for Students to Understand
What do ALL students need most to demonstrate the depth and sophistication of their understanding?  TIME to do the work of real readers, writers, scientists, and mathematicians. Through looking carefully at student work, we’ll uncover the essential classroom workshop routines that live behind high-quality student work – true demonstrations of understanding.
23. Readers Theater

Nancy Steineke

Readers theater is fun way to for students to show what they know while improving their comprehension and oral interpretation skills. Using text already in the curriculum, readers theater requires students to reinterpret their reading in a way that is meaningful, entertaining, and physical. In this session you’ll learn the steps for creating readers theater scripts and honing a performance.

23. Making Believe on Paper 

Ted DeMille

Ted will present information from his soon to be published book about how to teach primary students the fundamentals of writing fiction.  Using mentor texts by Kevin Henkes, Arnold Lobel, and Mo Willems, drawing, storytelling and through reading aloud rich literature including fairy tales, Ted will share how to build a program in which children understand and utilize the elements of fiction to craft original, exceptional and memorable stories.  This workshop will feature lots of children’s original art and writing and is loading with practical suggestions from an experienced classroom teacher. 

24.. Beginning Reading/Writing Workshop

Barbara Dress

Is this something you have wanted to do, but have been afraid to try?  Come and learn how to teach kids to become independent responsible learners who can interact with each other in a great learning environment.

25. You’re Welcome: Supporting All Learners in K-12 Classrooms

Paula Kluth & Patrick Schwarz

Paula Kluth and Patrick Schwarz are Heinemann authors of the book "You're Welcome: 30 Innovative Ideas for Inclusive Classrooms".  In this session, they will focus on supporting all learners through differentiation, collaboration and positive behavior supports. They will share ideas for K-12 classrooms along with learner/teacher illustrations and applications. Be prepared for a fun, interactive, and lively session. WARNING: This session may include polka music, flying rubber chickens, and aerobic dancing!

26. Moving Teachers Forward: A Look at How Exceptional Teachers Develop.

Lynette Emmons

Are you thinking about how exceptional teachers get to be so good and what you can do to ensure your teachers keep moving forward? Are you thinking about what you can do to cause change and shift paradigms? This workshop will dig into a current research project that examined six outstanding urban teachers.  The research specifically looked at the participant's philosophy, curriculum and instruction strategies. Just what did they do to be at the top of their game?  

AFTER SCHOOL SPECIALS - 3:45-5:00
Walloon Book Club

Discussing the Works of David Sedaris, with CD listening party
Hosted by Nancy Steineke, Jim Vopat and Walloon staff
Performance Poetry

Sara Holbook and Michael Salinger
Learn poetic techniques and activities you can use to teach content in school next year – and dazzle your fellow campers at tonight’s big gathering. Maybe you’ll help us involve the audience in a poetry slam after dinner. Or even a Haiku Death Match!

Suzanne Hopkins – Topic TBA
More to come

Wednesday, July 23

Meeting All Students’ Needs
30. Conversations with the author

Alfred Tatum
31. The Culturally Responsive Teacher and Leader

Sonya Whitaker 
Are you feeling frustrated about not getting the return on your investment of time, energy and resources spent in an effort to increase the literacy levels of your ever changing student population? Join the Director of Academic Improvement for the largest elementary school district in the state of Illinois to tackle this tough issue. This session is designed to meet the needs of teachers and administrators that are interested in identifying the instructional strategies that prove most effective in increasing the literacy achievement levels of students from diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds. Additional emphasis is placed on identifying and responding effectively to the learning and communication styles of students from diverse backgrounds. 

32. Literature Circles: Differentiation for Discussion and Inquiry

Harvey Daniels
Come and learn what’s new with Literature Circles and how this structure can help you differentiate instruction in your classroom. Smokey will also demonstrate a newer Lit Circle structure using leveled text sets. Bring your book club implementation and management problems along – we will have plenty of time for LC Q and A.  

33. Differentiation: Why, What and How?

Nancy Doda

Since the one-room schoolhouse, teachers have struggled to meet the many and diverse needs of their students.  Today, this is ever more so, as our school populations continue to grow increasingly diverse. Fortunately, we have lots of new ideas and tools to help us make this challenge more manageable. Join me to learn a few to advance your work in making your classroom a place of success for all. (Needs: LCD, and CD player for music piece)
34. What Helps Urban Students Succeed – In their Own Words

Steve Zemelman

North Lawndale College Prep High School, serving one of the poorest neighborhoods in Chicago, sends most of its students to college. What helps these kids make it? In essays and interviews, NLCP seniors describe the obstacles they’ve struggled with in their lives, and the supports that have helped overcome them. After hearing what the students reveal, we’ll discuss strategies the school has employed and ways to initiate these or others in participants’ own schools.
35. Sketch to Stretch
Linda Bailey
Drawing and writing access the same parts of the brain.  Good readers are able to visualize what they are reading, but some students may need a little help in learning this.  “Sketch to Stretch” is a small-group activity developed by Harste and Short, involving drawing and discussing in response to text.  Jeffery Wilhelm, in You Gotta BE the Book, tells us that unwilling readers frequently react better when they are able to respond to text in drawing.  This can be a powerful strategy, particularly for reluctant or challenged learners.

36. Jazzy Snazzy New Books

Barbara Dress

New book titles for the young and not so young readers with some innovative tips on how to teach them. Interesting, just-right books are vital for all learners!
37. Guided Reading – The Essentials and Variations for Primary Grades
Mary Hausner

Design lesson plans that incorporate the essentials of an effective Guided Reading session.  Explore variations to make this time with your students effective and enjoyable.
38. Reading, Writing & Roots    

Yolanda Walker Simmons and Pat Walker Bearden

Perhaps the most powerful theme for integrated units and a source of great writing projects is family history. Yo and Pat, co-authors of the wonderful book History Comes Home: Family Stories Across the Curriculum, will show you how to organize your classroom, school-wide, and even community-based family history projects at all grade levels.

38. Planning for Understanding: What Matters Most
Samantha Bennett

Of course we all want our students to UNDERSTAND our subject matter, but what does that really mean? We’ll uncover what it looks like when students truly understand a topic and then work backwards to figure out the key components of planning for understanding. A GREAT way to kick start your planning for next fall!


More to come
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
And don’t forget: our opening keynote session is Sunday evening, July 20 from 5:00-6:30 PM.

---------------------------------------------------------------
