Book Club Meeting #1 Agenda

1. Membership Grid (5 minutes)

2. Illustrations (one at a time) (5 minutes)

A. Save the Last Word for Me

3. Discussion (20 minutes)

A. Passages

a) Tell everyone where to look

b) Read Aloud

c) Save the Last Word

d) Ask follow-ups and get everyone’s answers before asking another

B. Questions

a) Listen carefully to answers

b) Ask some follow-up questions

C. Connections

a) Explain thoroughly

b) Listeners ask follow-up questions

4. History List Brainstorm (5 minutes)

Title a page “History List” and date it in your comp book. Together brainstorm and list the historical references that have cropped up in the book thus far. This includes people, places, and events. Then, each person should pick one to research and report on for the next meeting. Your goal is to bring new information to the group while also working to determine whether the information in the book is historically accurate.

5. Processing (5 minutes)

Answer in Comp Book (Date fresh page and title it “Book Club Processing #1”:

A. What were three things that happened that made this first discussion a success?

B. What is one thing the group is going to do differently the next time so that the discussion improves?

C. Individually complete discussion checklist. Paper-clip together. Turn in.

6. Discussion Highlights (See format on back side.)

A. In detail, describe your best post-it, how you led the discussion, what follow-ups you used, what people said, what book details were referenced. Fill at least on comp book page with specific details.

B. In detail, describe another member’s best post-it, how he/she led the discussion, what follow-ups were used, what people said, what book details were referenced. Fill at least another comp book page with specific details.

Discussion Highlights Format

I Led

1) Write down page # of passage or question. Give two or three sentence description of what was happening in the book. If question, write lead question down.

2) List each member’s name. What did each person say after you asked the question or read the passage? 

3) Write down your first follow-up. List each member’s name. How did each person answer the question?

4) Write down your second follow-up. List each member’s name. How did each person answer the question?

5) Write down your third follow-up. List each member’s name. How did each person answer the question?

6) After everyone discussed your post-it note thoroughly, what did you add to the discussion that hadn’t already been mentioned? What were some things other members said that you had not thought about before?

Another Member Led

1) Write down page # of passage or question. Give two or three sentence description of what was happening in the book. If question, write lead question down.

2) List each member’s name including your own. What did each person say after the question or passage was presented? 

3) Write down the first follow-up. List each member’s name including your own. How did each person answer the question?

4) Write down the second follow-up. List each member’s name including your own. How did each person answer the question?

5) Write down the third follow-up. List each member’s name including your own. How did each person answer the question?

6) After everyone discussed the post-it note thoroughly, what did the owner add to the discussion that hadn’t already been mentioned? What were some things other members said that you had not thought about before?
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