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Step #1 – READING:  Everyone in your group is reading something different, but related. In order to have a good discussion, everyone will need to both share and connect. To prepare for your group discussion, please respond to the following items, either while you are reading or after you have read.

Passages: Please mark any words, lines, or sections of the text that “stick out”for you. These passages might be important, puzzling, curious, provocative, dubious, or well-written  – whatever strikes you. 

Big Ideas: Jot down two or three of the main points, ideas, or arguments in this article.


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
Reactions/Connections: What were your feelings and responses to this article? What personal connections did you make with the text? Did it remind you of past experiences, people, or events in your life? Did it make you think of anything happening in the news, around school, or in other material you have read?

Illustration: On the back of this sheet, quickly sketch a picture related to your reading. This can be a drawing, cartoon, diagram, flow chart—whatever. You can draw a picture of something that's specifically talked about in the text or something from your own experience or feelings, something the text made you think about. Be ready to show your picture to your group and talk about it.

Step # 2  – MEETING: When the group meets, the discussion will have two stages. First, each person should take about one minute (no more!) to give the group a brief summary and a personal reaction to their article.  Next,  everyone can join in general conversation, comparing and connecting whatever seems valuable and interesting about the readings. Use your notes however they help to feed and sustain the conversation. 
