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“Using Assessment to Improve Literature Circle Discussions”

LITERATURE CIRCLES: 

A Collaborative Reading/Writing Activity
Literature Circles are a powerful structure for reading and discussing fiction or non-fiction texts at all grade levels. Sometimes called “book clubs” or “reading discussion groups,” LitCircles combine two very important educational ideas: collaborative learning and independent reading. Simply defined, Literature Circles are small, peer-led discussion groups whose members have chosen to read the same article, book, or novel. These groups can be organized in a wide variety of ways, but the consistent elements are:




 Students choose their own reading materials 

 Small groups (3-6 students) are formed, based upon book choice

 Grouping is by text choices, not by "ability" or other tracking 

  Different groups choose and read different books 

 Groups meet on a regular, predictable schedule to discuss their reading

  Kids write notes which help guide both their reading and discussion 

   Discussion questions come from the students, not teachers or textbooks 

 Personal responses, connections, and questions are the starting-point of discussion 

 A spirit of playfulness and sharing pervades the room 

  The teacher does not lead any group; s/he is a facilitator, fellow reader, and observer 

 When books are finished, groups share highlights of their reading with the classmates  through presentations, reviews, dramatizations, book chats, or other media

  New groups form around new reading choices, and another cycle begins  

  Evaluation is by teacher observation and student self-evaluation





