Contemporary Literature

Final Portfolio

Your final grade for this course will based on the following:

· your class participation in and preparation for reading groups

· the consistent pace of your reading as determined by your reading lists

· your reading folders

· submitted consistently and on time

· contain all required items

· exhibit high quality journal entries

· demonstrate organization in a user-friendly manner  

· your projects

· your final reading portfolio

 The Semester Portfolio

Your semester portfolio should explore and attempt to answer the following questions: 

Who am I as a reader?  Write a letter about yourself as a reader over the semester.  Have your reading habits changed?  Have you discovered anything new about yourself as a reader?  What do you like to read?  What books have you enjoyed the most?  Which discussion have you enjoyed the most?  Aim for a multi-paragraph reflection of 1-1½ pages long.

From what I have read, what would I suggest are some of the characteristics of literature of the late 20th century and early 21st century?  Of course, your conclusions will be highly personal ones that may or may not be true of contemporary literature as a whole.  However, you should think about the books you have read and see what characteristics these books share.  Formulate a central idea and use 3-5 books that you have read this semester to support that idea.  Remember the focus of your paper is to formulate an answer to the question through your limited reading and support that answer with the body of literature that you have read.  Aim for a multi-paragraph paper 3-5 pages long.


At the end of the semester, NO LATER THAN MAY 24th, you will turn in your reading folder with all of your journal entries, purple sheets, and projects (if they fit), your letter of reflection, and your final project.  If you wish to go over and above the minimum requirement, feel free to add a visual component, research an author, or add anything you wish.


Begin by reading over your journal entries and other writing on the books you have read.  Spend some time thinking about this.  If you are having trouble coming up with a central focus for your paper, please see me for a conference.  Remember, you must complete the portfolio to pass the course. 

