Anticipation Guide

From Subjects Matter: Every Teacher’s Guide to Content Area Reading, by Harvey Daniels and Steven Zemelman, forthcoming from Heinemann, Feb. 2004
What it is:

The name is clunky, and doesn=t really communicate the power of this strategy.  Anticipation guides are brief sets of questions for generating conversation and energy around the big issues or controversies inherent in the reading to be assigned.  The questions must pose difficult choices that do not have one correct answer, so as to surface multiple points of view or aspects of a problem.  Students jot and then share and discuss their answers before reading the selection.

Why it=s important:

Involving students in thought and discussion on important issues creates powerful purposes for reading.  Once a set of questions has provided Afrontloading,@ students= reading becomes support for, or a challenge to, the arguments they offer for their point of view.  Instead of simply an assignment, reading becomes part of an ongoing human conversation.  In the process, the questions and students= answers guide them to take notice of larger themes in the reading.  Class discussion becomes much more intense and meaningful.  Final projects can then allow students to express and hear one another=s points of view, as well as to deepen or change them B which are, of course, two of the most important reasons that most of us read.

How it looks in the classroom:

1. Create just a few short questions or statements with true/false choices that pose big, open-ended issues for students to ponder.  For reading Animal Farm in a course on World History, two questions might be, 1) It=s never OK to have just a few people in charge of a government or organization.  True or false?  2) If people are mistreated badly enough, it=s OK for them to oppose their government violently.  True or false?
2. Have students share and explain their responses orally.  Allow enough discussion to get people=s energy going.  If they=re slow to talk have them jot their justifications first, or talk them over in pairs.

3. Come back to the anticipation guide and students= answers later, as a basis for final reflections, projects, or essays about their reading.

An example:

In the South Shore Small School for the Arts, Terence Simmons= prepared his freshman students to read LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman=s Our America: Life and Death on the South Side of Chicago, by providing a questionnaire they were to fill it out and also administer to at least two other people they knew.  Here are one student=s responses.

1. Do you think living in a poor neighborhood causes people to be violent?  B Not in my opinion I think so because when you=re poor that causes you to steal money and material things.

2. What sorts of problems do you think come up in the projects?  B I don=t really know.  All I know is what I see on TV B stealing, a lot of killing, and selling drugs.

3. Why do you think people live in the projects?  B Some people just like the life style, but for the most part it=s because that=s all they can afford.

4. Is your view of people living in the projects positive or negative?  B I know someone in the projects who is nice.  I think that you can have all the money in the world and be worse than someone poor.

5. Do you think most people think positively or negatively about people living in the projects?  B Negatively, because when people say someone is Aghetto,@ they also say he is probably from the projects.

