Why Use Academic Controversy?

· Energizes discussion of an issue.

· Forces students to examine multiple perspectives on an issue.

· Teaches logical argument: specific reasons accompanied by support details.

· Requires “friendly” disagreement.

· Heightens sensitivity to missing facts or flawed reasoning.

Why Use Academic Controversy?

· Developing a solution demands that students look for the best ideas from both sides.

· Demonstrates need for organization and clarity.

· Shows students that it’s okay to change one’s mind when the information warrants it.
This is not flip-flopping.

When to Use Academic Controversy

Pre-reading, post-reading or both!

Prelude to persuasive essay writing—prewriting tool.

When you want to encourage further research.

Energizing a lecture.

Getting students to examine text situations in greater depth.


You can find a controversy in just about any text: Should George have shot Lenny in Of Mice and Men? Should Tom Robinson have tried to escape from prison? After the controversy, offer further reading. What kind of prison conditions did Tom Robinson face?

