Roger Farr’s Think Aloud Progression

*Activity #1

1) Everyone gets a copy of the story.

2) Intro: Reading is thought guided by printed symbols.

3) Today I’m going to really read. I’m going to stop saying the words from time to time, but I’m going to keep reading by telling you what I’m thinking.

4) Before I start, I’m going to tell you where I’ll be stopping. Put dots on the text in the spots that I’m showing up on the overhead. (only mark 3-4 spots)

5) Read story aloud. When stopping for a think-aloud, close the book so kids do not think what you’re saying is in the text.

6) Afterwards: What was I telling about? Remember the part when I read that? What was I telling about? Recall what was said and talk about what I was doing (predicting, picking out important details, making connection, visualizing, passing judgment, etc.). Important: use the kids’ words to describe these things, not your words!

*Activity #2

1) Review list from day before and prepare a checklist.

2) Pass out new story

3) Mark dots

4) Read aloud and think-aloud just like the day before. Be sure to turn book away so that students know what you are saying is not in the text. This time as you think aloud, students should check off which strategies you used.

5) Afterwards, discuss the checklist. Students should be able to explain why they checked something off. They should be able to recall what you were doing.

6) Add new strategies to checklist as needed.

7) Homework: pick a short story or article that you like and be ready to read it aloud and tell what you’re thinking.

Activity #3

1) Intro: All students do not think the same things as they read. The important thing is that what you’re thinking in some ways relates to the text. There’s not a right or wrong answer.

2) Ask for volunteer. Introduce to class. Pass out copies of text. 

3) Volunteer introduces story.

4) Volunteer reads story aloud and stops in 3-4 spots and tell what he’s thinking.

5) Class applauds volunteer

6) Teacher asks for some ideas from class.

7) Teacher tells some of the things she was thinking.

Activity #4

1) Intro: This activity is designed to get students comfortable with the idea of telling what they are thinking about and to think beyond what they see—or hear—or read.

2) I’m going to show you a wordless picture book. On certain pages I’m going to ask you what you’re thinking about.

3) Ask students to tell why they said what they did when they tell you what they are thinking about.

4) Discuss with students how you think about stories just the same way you think about pictures you look at. Go through Checklist and mark strategies class used.

*Activity #5

1) Intro: Today I’m going to read aloud but you are going to do the think aloud.

2) Divide short reading/story into three-four parts. Only show the part of story you are reading; keep the rest covered. Do Not give students a copy of the story.

3) Read the first part of the story aloud as students read along on the transparency.

4) At the first stopping point, take the transparency off and ask, “What are you thinking about?” Be sure to ask students what in the story made them think the things they are sharing.

5) After several responses, go on with the reading until you reach the next stopping point and then repeat the “What are you thinking about?” exercise.

6) Continue until you reach the end of the story.

*Activity #6

1) Pass out story with think-alouds marked in text as stars, boxes, questions, or use post-it notes.

2) Students read silently, pausing at marked spots to jot down notes on what they were thinking aloud.

3) Students compare with partner.

4) Students share with class while using checklist.

Using these activities

· Be sure to take students through the progression, minimally using the activities that are starred.

· When you find that students are merely repeating what they have read, it’s time to take the kids through the strategies for a first time or through the strategies again.

· This progression should actually be modeled several times a year. Here is when you want to pull out this handout and model a new progression:

· When the reading gets harder

· When a new topic is introduced

· When you are introducing students to a new genre/text frame

· This strategy progression includes three four components: modeling, coaching, reflection, independent use.

· Don’t underestimate these strategies. They have been used successfully with high school and college students.

